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ENGLISH 


New College Composition. By Dave, 
Verma and Aggarwala. With a Foreword 
by Prof. D. C. Sharma, Head of the 
English Department, Punjab University. 


(5th Edition 1951) 15-0 


The Art of the Essay. by P. Lal. Contains 
100 typical essays on all modern topics. 
(1951) 3-8 


Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice. 
Edited by P. Lal. 4-0 
Shakespeare’s As You Like 't. Edited by 
Principal N. K. Aggarwala and Prof. 
M.M. Guptara. 4-0 


Shakespeare's Much Ado About Nothing. 
Edited by Prof I. M. Verma. 3-0 


Milton’s Paradise Lost (A Study). By 
Dr. M.V.RamaSarma. (1951) 2-8 


ECONOMICS 


A Survey of Labour in India. By 
V. R. K. Tilak (1950) 2-0 


Power Shortages and Surpluses. 

y V.R. K. Tilak (1951) 2-0 
Towards Planning. By Shr: V.Vithal Babu, 
Office Secretary, Congress Party in the 


liament of India. 
aaa (1950) 15-0 


Colombo Plan and India By 
Shri V. Vithal Babu. 2-0 
Economic Conditions in India. By Shri 
V. Vithal Babu. 4-0 


Profitless Planning. By Shri Radha 
Krishna Khanna (1952) 4-0 


Jagjivan Ram on Labour Problems. 
By Shachi Rani Gurtu. 5-0 


Recent Trends in Agrarian Reforms in 
India. By Principal Guru Charan Singh. 
(1952) 2-0 


Reconstruction of Rural Economy. By 
Major R.C. Bains. 1-8 


ENGINEERING 

Irrigation Outlets. By Shri Gulhati and 
8.1 Mahbub. (Illustrated). Contains 
many tables and charts. (1951) 12-8 


OUR GENERAL PUBLICATIONS 





| Loco Urdu, By Hari Chand Ratta, Senior 
Mechanical Instructor, Northern Rail- 


way, Ghaziabad. Rs. 7-8 
Loco Guide (Hindi Edition) By Hari 
Chand Ratta. 7-8 


| Hlustrated Locomotive Valve Setting. 
| (Combined English and Hindi Edition) 
By Hari Chand Ratta. 5-0) 


Train Lighting System on Railways. 
By Hari Chand Ratta. (1951) 1-8 
| EDUCATION 
Audio Visual Aids in teaching Indian 
History Hy Shri K.P Chaudhury, 
Principal Vidya Bhawan, Vishwabharti, 
Shantiniketan. (1952) 4-0 


| Building for Peace or Gandhi’s Ideas on 
Social (Adult) Education. By Shri D.P 
Nayyar. With a Foreword by Dr. Zakir 


Hussain. 
(1952) 4-0 


| HISTORY AND POLITICS 

| Dilli- Ki-Lat or Qutab Minar. By 
R.B. Kanwar Sain, Retd. Cheif Justice 
Jammu and Kashmir. 5-0 


Landmarks in Indian Constitutional! and 
National Development. Volume I. 
(1600-1919). By Principal Gurmukh 


Nihal Singh 
(3rd Edition 1952) 8-0 


Indian Politics and Government (Since 
1885) By Prof. K.R. Bombwal. 1951. 8-0 


| PHILOSOPHY 


| New Homes for a New India. By Princi- 
palR.R. Kumria. (1951) 3-0 


| 


MISCELLANEOUS 

A Guide to Household Textiles and 
Laundry Work. By Durga Deulkar, 
Assistant Directress, Lady Irwin College, 
NewDelhi. 1952 7.8 


A Guide to Scientific Aids in Crime 
Detection. By D. N. Goyle, Director, 
Punjab Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment and Shri A.S Kapur, Examiner 
of Questioned Documents. (1952) 7-0 


Commentary on the Indian Contract Act 
By Des Raj Mahajan (1952) 10-0 
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HINDI | FOR OUR READERS | 
SARASWATI ; Rs. a. p. 
1. Savera aur Saya by 
Popular, Social & Literary on, V. B. ‘Arun’, = 
Monthly 2. Ranbheri (Four one- , 
( Approved by The D. P. I. Punjab, act plays ) by Shri ; 


B.N. Duggal .. 1 0 0 
3. Bhukh (Social Drama) { 
by Shri Vir Devji 


vide Circular No. 207600, dated 
7-10-1937) 


Rs. a. p ‘Vir’ 1 0 0O 
Annual Subscription ... ... 7--8--0 4. Nayaya(Social Drama) 
. . by Shri Vir Devji 
Sate cake 0-10-- y. | 
Price of Single Copy 10--0 Vir’ E> G8 « 
-_ 5. Udbodhni (How 
Premier Children’s Monthly in Hindi Pgs 3 a ane 
and achieve success 
BALSAKHA by Shri Sant Ram, 
0 0 
( Approved by the D.P.I. Punjab, | B. A. 3 
vide Circular No. 207600, dated 6. Bairagi ( Poetry ) by 
7-10-1937) Prof. Parmanand 
Rs. a. p Sharma, M. A. ... 1 8 0 


7. Hindi Mahabharat(in 





Annual Subscription ... 4—0—0 | 10 Volumes) .. 800 0 
Price of Single Copy ... 0—6—0 | 8 Shrimad Bhagwat(in : 
P Two Volumes) ... 160 0 
Read and Enjoy 9 Sachitra Ramchrita 
SARASWATI SERIES—The revolution wt. 120 0 
in Hindi literature Priced at | 19. Valmiki Ramayan (in 
10 annas each. | Two Volumes) ... 13 0 0 
—_—— - —__.__| 11. SachitraMahabharat 6 0 0O 
. . 12. Ravi Babu Ke Kuchh 
Punjab Ka Itihas Geet 28 0 
( In Hindi ) 13. Pyara Bharat 
é (Historical Novel) 4 8 0 , 
By Shri Dharam Vir, M. A. 14. Sikh Dharam Ki 
A history of the Punjab—our Phulwari(in Punjabi) 1 8 0 
guardian for centuries, which kept | 15. Khalsa Ke Anmol 
the flag of our civilization steadfastly Moti (in Punjabi).. 112 0 
flying in victories and defeats from | 16. Maharaj Ranjit Singh 
days of Vedic culture, the strength Ka Darbar ( in Punjabi ) 
of the ancient Hindus, the rise of ( In Press ) 
the Sikhs, to the movements of the 17, Hindi Rashtra Bhasha 
modern age. Kosh ( In Press ). 


A beautifully bound 701+18pp A. 7 — — 
page book. Complete with maps Get Our Catalogue free for 


and illustrations. Price Rs. 5/8/- Selection of Good Hindi 
only: Books. 
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The Contest will honour Young Readers of thought who show 
ability to deal with the problems of Population, Any person born within 
the borders of India shall-be eligible to enter the Contest. The Prize- 
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written in ENGLISH OR HINDI on one side of the paper only. One 
typed copy should be submitted by May 30, 1953. For the list of Subjects 
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Copenhagen meetings 


The International Library Committee of the UN Library’s Inter- 
natinal Federation of Library Associations will meet in Copenhagen, Sep- 
tember 25-28. The dates coincide with the Copenhagen meeting of the 
Council of the International Federation for Documentation. 


Illinois to launch Library quarterly 


A new quarterly, Library Trends, is scheduled for July, 1952, by the 
University of Illinois Library School, Urbana. Each issue will be devoted 
to a single topic, with a guest editor, an authority on the subject, responsi- 
ble for selection of topics and contributors. Harold Lancour, associate 
director of the Library School, will be managing editor. 
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Fifth Annual Book Festival 


LIBRARIES HAVE A SUPERIORITY WHICH CANNOT 
BE MATCHED BY THE UNIVERSITY: 


_ We are a society of book lovers whose object in holding book festi- 
vals is to make our countrymen library minded. 


If the gulf between our 85% illiterate and 15% literate is wide, 
the gap between the barely educated and the specialists or the highly 
educated is equally difficult to span. The principal function of the libra- 
ries is to educate the educated. After the bare level of literacy has been 
attained the libraries like a mighty lift raise the citizen to higher altitudes 
of efficiency. Well equipped libraries are not merely store houses of 
knowledge and experience, but they are the repositories of World’s 
culture, ancient, mediaeval and modern. The role of the libraries, if 
not more, is atleast as important as that of educational institutions and 
universities, for they take up education, where it has been left by the 
class room. 


It is not possible to talk on books and libraries without paying 
homage to the great libraries modern and ancient and to those who brought 
the accumulation of vast and varied learning within easy reach of common 
man. 


The British Museum, England’s great national heritage, which was 
founded in 1759, houses the World’s most celebrated collection of books 
numbering over 4 million (40 lacs) printed volumes and exceeding 56000 
manuscripts. The length of the book shelves is nearly 55 miles. 


No less in size and importance is the Bibliotheque Nationale of 
France and among its riches are included over 44 lakh printed books 
and hundreds and thousands of manuscripts, plans, maps and rare stamps. 


The town of Berlin alone is supplied with as many as 268 libraries. 
Inasmall country like Switzerland which is about the size of Punjab 
( 36306 sq. miles ) there were in 1868 no less than 2096 libraries. 


But the greatest collection ever made by man of his recorded ideas 
and thoughts, is to be found in the Library of the Congress at Washington 
which claims to possess 30 million (3 crore) volumes and to this number 








lWelcome Address - delivered by Mr. Tek Chand, M. A., B. C. L. (Oxon), 
Barrsiter-at-law Chairman, Book Festival Committee, on the occasion of the Inauguration 
of Fifth Annual Book Festival held at Simla on Friday the 20th June 1952, 








LIBRARIES HAVE A SUPERIORITY 


additions are made every year from all parts of the globe. The manu 
scripts alone number 11 million (one crore ten lakhs) and rare books are 
microfilmed:and ,one may read them projected on a small screen from a 
diminutive but handy projector. 


The Soviet State Library at Moscow claims to be World’s biggest 
library but I am not in possession of the respective data so a» to hasard 
my judgement as to the correctness of the competing claims. 


It is galling in the extreme to extoll and enlarge upon the achieve- 
ments of others, when we have not much to boast of in our side. My 
only apology for doing so is to emulate the example of those who have 


left.us far behind. 


Ancient countries like Assyria, Egypt, Greece, Rome, China, Japan 
and ours recorded their thoughts on tablets of clay, barks of trees, palm 
leaves and on parchment rolls. These books on bricks and barks were 
treasured insecure and secret places and duly catalogued. Lao-Tse the 
celebrated Chinese Philosopher, who lived in the seventh century before 
the birth of Christ, was the librarian or keeper of the books of China’s 
earliest library of the Imperial Chou dynasty. 


Of the various libraries of India, the most remarkable is that of 
Tanjore dating from 16th century containing about 18,000 MSS in 
different languages viz, Devanagri, Nandinagri, Telugu, Malayalam, 
Bengali, Punjabi, Kashmiri and Uriya. As many as 8000 MSS are written 
on palm leaves. At Lahore, Lal Chand Library of D. A. V. College had a 
rich collection of ancient MSS mostly written on Bhojpatra. 


In most matters conducive to national advancement we have been 
lethargic and listless. We have to shake off this apathy and inertia. In 
a populous and poverty stricken country like ours, where the facilities for 
acquiring advanced knowledge are comparatively fewer, where the chal- 
lenge of mass illiteracy and ignorance has not yet been met, where plan for 
universal education are still on paper, the institution of net work of 
nation-wide libraries is a crying necessity. 


England with a population of less than 50 million (5 crore) annualy 
spends two million pounds sterling on public libraries. [f we witha 
population eight times that number, could spend not two million pounds 
but two million rupees i.e. 1/14th that amount, on libraries, that will go 
a long way in enlightening the dark cells in the upper storey. 


It is a matter of deep disappointment and regret to me that neither 
in the budget for education nor in the First Five Year Plan could I trace 
either a suggestion or a promise for establishing libraries in the land. 


May I set out in brief my dream for libraries in emancipated and 
awakened India, where I wish to see scattered all over the face of the 
country these little light houses of learning throwing their beam of light 
and dispelling the gloom of ignorance. 


First and foremost I want Library Legislation, creating adequate, 
efficient and well stocked libraries. Library provision should be compul- 
sory.and not merely permissive. Offering library facilities to the public 

. should be function of the Government paid for, out of public funds. 
Appropriate authorities with financial control should administer the libra- 
ries and ensure proper library services. 
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LIBRARIES HAVE A SUPERIORITY 


There should be a central library on the pattern of British Museum 
or of Bibliotheque Nationale of France. There should be Regional libra- 
ries for each large state and for group of small states located preferably 
in the capital city or in a university town. Then there should bea chain 
of smaller libraries and no town with a population of ten thousand inhabi- 
tants should be without a library. 


The rural areas must have a library service functioning at a Commu- 
nity Centre. Local school teachers or educated headmen can be placed 
in charge of the village library. Books should be circulated periodically, 
the stock should be refreshed and this is possible by providing systematic 
exchanges between libraries. Country dwellers will appreciate travelling 
libraries on wheels or a sort of ‘bibliobus’ which is bound to catch the 
public imagination. More than the town dweller, the man living in the 
out of way rural areas needs a good library service. He meets fewer 
people who can add to the scarity wealth of his knowledge, he has more 
leisure time which he can usefully employ, he and his children have limited 
educational opportunities. Both in urban areas as well as in the rural 
parts of the country, the function of the library, provided the books are 
judiciously and purposefully selected having regard to local interest, needs 
and tastes, can approximate to a free University of the People. 


Libraries have a superiority which cannot be matched by the Univer- 
sity in imparting knowledge and information. Library both collects and 
distributes to a degree, greater in extent and more diversified in interest, 
the fruit of human experience. The produce ofthis orchard, multiplies 
in proportion to the speed at which itis consumed. Its curriculum is 
multiform and its resources are freely available to people ofall ages and 
tastes. ‘There are no irksome regulations, no terrors of testy and frown- 
ing teachers, no bogey of examinations, no limitation as to the standard 
of learning and no ceiling to the attainment of proficiency, and no confor- 
mity to any stereotyped ranking. Given a basic standard of education, a 
library becomes a flexible instrument of self education which can be 
adapted to any combination of local needs, or.individual aptitudes. 


Ihope I am not making a too tall a claim for a library as a multi- 
purpose agency, but I feel that a rural library attractively housed amidst 
pleasant pastoral surroundings, stocked with carefully chosen books, will 
become a focal point as a cultural and recreational centre. By creating 
a nucleus of new interest, it is likely to reduce crime, remove factiousness 
a bane to our village life, broaden the mental horizon and will conduce to 
pleasant surroundings and improved vocational standards. 


Every library must devote a section to children’s books and must 
cater to the requirements of children of all ages from six to sixty years. 
For our blind we should have talking libraries in the form of discs with 
recorded voice and raised type books, the invention of Louis Braille; and 
for the unlettered we should have illustrated books in great abundance. 
The library legislation should make provisions for special, technical and 
scientific collections, which should cater to the needs of the business and 
industry, and by maintaining a regular flow of current information aid 
_the technicians and the craftsmen in maintaining improved standards. 
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Two years ago England celebrated the centenary of her Public 
Libraries Act of 1850. Willthat day be very far when we may celebrate 
the first birth day of a similar legislative measure. I feel certain that in 
expressing these sentiments I am voicing the feelings of every one 
assembled here. 


May I take this opportunity of expressing my committee’s gratitude 
to all those organisations which have contributed to the success of this 
years’ Book Festival and in particular to the embassies who have sent 
valuable specimens of their countries literary wealth. 


Before concluding may I make a personal appeal to you (Shrimati 
Vijayalakshmi Pandit) my revered sister. Mine is a voice in wilderness, 
feeble and halting. You are gifted with a voice sweet, pursuasive and 
powerful, which has always been heard in this country and in the counsels 
of nations with the deepest respect, If the cause we represent meets your 
approval and if you could only agree to espouse it in the House of the 
People, my dream of many years will in no time be translated into reality 
and this generation may soon see country wide coverage of libraries. 


Fifth Annual Book Festiva) 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS 
SHRIMATI VIJAYALAKSHMI PANDIT 


In this age of speed leisure has been entirely lost tothe world and 
there is no time to read and no timeto think. The other day I was 
waiting for a train and hada pamphlet published in the U. S. A. entitled 
**No time to think” and the argument was that if there were little leisure and 
the people had little more time to think over, perhaps many of the pro- 
blems that face the world today would have found solution. It was a 
very well written book. It seems that the argument in the little book 
was exceedingly correct but that argument not only applies to the United 
States of America but to something which is happening all over the worid. 
All sorts of problems, whether national or international, of urgent nature 
that require quick solution crop up every day. We attempt to tackle 
them without trying to think out how we are going toact with the result 
that there is always a. piecemeal action instead of an overall picture which 
might lead to a final solution. The idea of making books easily available 
to people is a very laudable one. There may be people who would make 
use of the leisure to read them. The trouble is that we do not have the 
books. ‘The libraries are few and far between and they are badly stocked. 
No one have taught us to love books or to respect books. There will not 
be in the life of many of us to take advantage of'the library even if one is 
there. 


Side by side with an attempt to build up good libraries we should 
try to. hasten educational reforms. Our educational system is extremely 
bad and unless it is improved there will not be much development of libra- 
ries. Then there is the question of adult educatioff.. “But like everything 
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS 


else in India plans are designed at the top, they are started at the top and 
then go halfway and stick there. Having made these plans there is no 
attempt to harness the enthusiasm of the people and therefore they will 
not reach fulfilment. There is no question of having a legislation passed 
at present. Who is going to read those books, who is going to approach 
the people and sell the idea of reading books. Obviously you cannot have 
a library unless the readers are there. We cannot have easily as many 
readers as we want. Facilities will have to be arranged for children and 
grownups and students and others to reach these libraries. That means 
communications. Thus the whole thing revolves rounds a number of 
things which will have to be tackled together, before books can be made 
available to the people all over the country. 


I feel envious of those beautiful libraries which I have seen in diffe- 
rent parts of the world. I have been to Moscow Library. I have been 
to better and bigger libraries. The library I visited at Leningrade was 
something fantastic. There are many hundreds and thousands of books 
but the people incharge know what is in those books. I got hold of 
Kalidasa’s Meghdoota’’. The very verse I was looking, though the 
librarian who was young girl of not more than twenty one years could 
recite it. Her pronounciation was not correct but that girl had never been 
out of Russia. She was incharge of the Oriental Section. 


The sad thing about our country is that we who had so much in the 
past have maintained so little of itin the present. The reason is obvious. 
The foreign occupation of our land did not encourage this. Because of 
the long period of foreigner domination the importance attached to culture 
was actually nil and people cared more to read English and European 
culture because that would make their future. So gradually we learnt 
to appreciate the culture of western countries mostly of the Europe. 
It is only after the beginning of national movement that we made the first 
attempt to shake off our apathy and realised that is one’s own language 
which was the only medium to express oneself and with this many groups 
of leaders started functioning and with it grew up new periodicals in 
Indian languages. Attempt was made to develop the drama and poetry of 
this country. But for over two hundred years intellectuals of this country 
to a large extent developed a slave mentality in their assessment of values. 
Even today five years after our Freedom, we have somewhere behind us a 
little seed which always grows and creats doubts when we think in the 
terms of our ancient culture. 


The first thing if it is genuinely desired to have these libraries 
and to make knowledge available to anyone who desires to sell this idea 
to the people of India to make them realise that there is only way in 
which they can fulfil this and that is that we have to start some sort of 
museum. Unless the demand comes from the people themselves, you can 
not impose anything onthem. Our complaint against the British Govern- 
ment was that they were superimposing something that was not theirs. 
If we do the same thing we are bound to fail. This is an age of the people 
and there is no difference whether there is a sovering democratic republic 
or a union of socialist republic. The age of the people has come and the 
people who will make themselves heard may be quicker in any one state 
than the other. The people of the world are on the march and the quicker 
we realise this the earlier we shall achieve our objective. What I should 
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SHRIMATI VIZ AYALAKSHMI PANDIT 


ask you to try is the media of visual education, through movies which 
are the greatest source of education. They must be shown in school and 
in the various centres where people congregate and attempt must be made 
to tell that itis up to them to improve. The age of spoon feeding is 
over and the days of Mai Bap Government are over. Government is now 
like an elder brother who only advises. Our approach, therefore, has to 
get to bea different and once that is doneI think it will be easy to get 
along in whichever activity we are most interested. Mobile libraries 
therefore do interest me, that is what I have something seen in rural 
areas in America. These }jbraries will be the quickest means of helping to 
bridge the gulf in education. These mobile units could go into rural 
areas and supply books and possibly go to the type of people who might 
get together. These movies might talk to them and explain certain things 
and make them understand what we are demanding from this platform 
today. 


Of Course, Ihave complete sympathy and I would like to work 
with you aad help towards its fulfilment. Personally I do not attach too 
much importance to Acts. After allan Act is something ona piece of 
paper and if you are ready for that Act. That is all right but if you are not 
ready for it what is the point of having one more piece of legislation add- 
ing to the pile that is lying-there already. So my feeling would be that 
before we think in termis' of legislation we raise public opinion. We 
should make people feel that it is necessary to have libraries and legislation 
for that. Do propaganda in the best sense of the word. Let it be inter- 
provincial. We can then ask Government to legislate. We are in the bad 
habit of calling this country poor. Itis nota poor country. There is 
wrong distribution of wealth and if we can persuade those people who have 
wealth to be more generous in the right way, then it is the right way to 
achieve our objective. 


Punjab Library Convention 
NATIONAL LIBRARY COMMISSION NEEDED 


“Now that our democratic state bristles with Boards and Commissions, 
the existence of a National Library Commission is imperative, a Commission 
which will not only issue bulletins and reports but work for the library move- 
ment attaining to its full stature in this country, thereby becoming the most 

tent instrument cf social education’, said Prof. N. K. Sidhanta, Member Union 
blic Service Commission inauguarting the Punjab Library Convention, held 
at Simla on June2ist 1952. — 


The following is the text of Prof. Sidhanta‘s address: 


**The Library as an instrument of education, has made a considerable 
advance beyond Carlye’s “true University”. It is no longer a repository 
of knowledge for the intellectual ‘elite,’ itis intended to be a vital instru- 
ment of fundamental education for ademocracy. In the India of today, or 
in a nation in thestate of reformation, the library has a multi-fold function. 


‘First, it has no cater to the needs of a community in which the 
majority is illiterate but in the process of becoming literate. Here the Li- 
brarian’s problem is to conduct an educational experiment ona ‘‘pre-book’’ 
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NATIONAL LIBRARY COMMISSION NEEDED 


basis, keeping in mind the social structure and economic’ environment of 
the community. The library has to be equipped with audio-visual materials 
of instruction, films of interest and usefulness for a community.which is 
primarily agricultural. Its problems relate to soil-conservation, co-opera- 
tive organization, better housing, first aid in health and hygiene, handicraft 
and small industries, and maldistribution of local productivity.. The 
library with its mobile audio-visual equipment and stock of documentaries 
is the main instrument of social education of this under-developed 
community, 


“‘Secondly, with the advance of literacy the library has to keep the 
seeds of literacy alive with the provision of intellectual material suitable to 
the needs of the respective centres. This postulates a central stock of 
books in the regional languages, circulated in the rural areas through a 
“country van’”’ or an “exhibition van.” Great care has to be taken to 
study the needs and potentialities of each centre beforehand so that all use- 
less labour may be eliminated. % 


“Thirdly, the library has to perform the function which is now the 
sole occupation of most of our school and college libraries,—to cater to the 
needs of those who may be described as not simply literate but educated. 
Here the task may appear simple, but we have to appreciate the difficul- 
ties introduced through the change in the language of the educated, through 
the necessity of obtaining further education no longer through the me- 
dium of English but through either the national or the regional language. 
Here the difficulties will be first the choice of proper books from meagre 
stock and, secondly, as the stock grows large in quantity to. see that mate- 
rial of the right quality is provided to the respective readers. 


‘*Further difficulties may be provided by the existence of a local lang- 
uage which 1s not used as a language of culture side by side with a second 
languauge which is the language of culture. Numerous other difficulties 
will occur through the lack of a conscious urge to learn and develop, a 
heterogeneity of race religion, unheatlhy climate, poor communication 
and the absence of a significant tradition of group co-operation for com- 
mon improvement. 


‘In order to surmount the numerous difficulties at allthe stages men- 
tioned above, the library personnel has to be of a high calibre which can 
be ensured through the recognition of this as one of the regular professions, 
It is no use speaking of the emoluments as, in this country, those who 
cater to the needs of the intellect have had to be content to starve the 
body while fostering the mind and the soul. Still in a welfare state the 
requirements of this profession, the necessity of training for-it and its 
proper manning have to be kept in the forefront by the state authorities. 


Library Commission 

‘The state has not only to help in the provision of trained personnel 
but also in numerous other ways to ensure co-operation between different 
units and make an inadequate stock of materials go the longest way. The 
provision of State and Local Advisory Boards is assumed but the function 
of these Boards should be to provide active help to the whole-time staff in 
its task of studying the needs of the community and fulfilling those needs. 
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CARE & PRESERVATION OF RARE MATERIALS 


In addition to the Local and State Advisory Boards there may be a Central 
Board or Commission which will periodically review the progress in each 
State and ensure equitable development of all areas. Now that our de- 
mocratic state bristles with Boards and Commissions, the existence of a 
National Library Commission is imperative, a Commission which will not 
only issue bulletins and reports but work for the library movement attain- 
ing to its full stature in this country, thereby becoming the most potent in- 
strument of social education. 


CARE AND PRESERVATION OF OLD AND RARE 
MATERIALS IN LIBRARIES’ 


V. S. SURI, M.A., 
Keeper of Records & Curator, Panjab Government Museum, Simla 


Since the advent of the art of writing Man has endeavoured to 
conserve his heritage of learning for the benefit of posterity. From very 
early ages people are known to have made large collections of books and 
other written materials for personal or public use. History records 
numerous examples of notable libraries which existed in many countries. 
But it must be deplored that these depositories of old and rare materials 
have been lost to us on account of certain destructive forces of nature. 
These precious materials were somehow not protected against decay and 
deterioration wrought by the tooth of Time. Vast treasures of learning 
and knowledge have disappeared for want of their proper care and pre- 
servation. 


In modern times through the manufacture of cheap paper and large 
scale printing libraries have assumed unheard of proportions, They have 
verily become the main axle of education and instruction of the masses. 
Alongside the inflow of new publications they have also become the 
repositories of old and rare materials. The proper care and preservation 
of all their contents in general and the old and rare materials in particular 
is of the utmost importance, 


Functions of modern libraries 


The modern librarian is, therefore, the Custodian of the records of 
the past upon which the progress of the future must be founded. His 
responsibility for their proper care and preservation is really great. If 
some future generation finds that important materials have been reduced 
to dust the loss to civilisation may be irreparable. The proper discharge 
of this onerous duty of a librarian requires that he should assume full 
responsibility for the physical quality of the materials which he takes into 
his custody and store them under such conditions as to promote their 
maximum longevity. It is plain duty of the public as well to see that 
librarians are given necessary facilities to accomplish this important task. 
The materials lodged in our libraries must be adequately protected against 
the ravages of time. 








1Paper read at the Punjab Library Convention, Simla on Sunday the 22nd 
June, 1952. 
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CARE & PRESERVATION OF RARE MATERIALS 


Causes of deterioration in urban areas 


Most of our libraries happen to be situated in crowded cities. The 
problem of the preservation of the contents of libraries, therefore, presents 
greater difficulties in urban areas, The urban atmosphere polluted by 
smoke and exhaust gases from automobiles, less exposed to purifying effect 
of sunlight, over heated by multiple reflections from paved streets and 
brick walks, is far different from the fresh, pure air of the open country 
which was our customary living enviornment a hundred years ago. As a 
result of regular scientific study of storage conditions in libraries in some 
of the advanced countries it is possible to make concrete suggestions regar- 
ding the proper care and preservation of materials in our libraries. 


Aspects of care and preservation 


The problem of proper care and preservation of materials concen- 
trated in libraries has two main aspects: (i) Protective and Preventive 
measures which would reduce their decay and deterioration to the mini- 
mum ; and (ii) Curative and Preservative methods to be adopted for the 
repair and rehabilitation of aged, damaged and pest-affected materials. 
Recent researches in keeping old and rare materials in serviceable physical 
conditions have promised to achieve optimum conditions in both the as- 
pects. 


We may, therefore, first proceed to examine such elementary require- 
ments as will ensure the proper protection and preservation of the contents 
of libraries against such destructive factors as fire, damp, insects, dust, 
light, heat and polluted air. 


(i) Preventive and protective measures 


As an obvious protection against fire no combustible materials should 
be used in libraries and buildings should be erected at a safe distance from 
others. As an additional precaution automatic fire extinguishing apparatus 
must be installed in sufficient numbers to meet an emergency. 


To provide security from damp the foundations should be solid and 
well-laid, the floor should be above the surrounding level. 


Steps should be taken to completely eliminate insects such as white 
ants. The danger from rats and squirrels should also be removed. It is 
desirable to fit the windows with small meshed netting and to see that 
doors fit closely. 


It is equally necessary to keep out dust. For this purpose regular 
and thorough cleaning of the centents should be periodically resorted too. 
The volumes and bundles should be removed and cleaned, preferably by 
vacuum cleaners. The old time method of dusting only scatters away the 
dust and dose not removeit. It is only with the help of a vacuum cleaner 
that dust can sucked in and eeffctively removed. 


Excess of light and heat, especially in a tropical country like ours, 
is highly damaging for old and rare materials. Such materials are likely 
to decay rapidly if continually exposed to direct light and hot winds. It 
is therefore, necessary that the contents should be as little exposed to direct 
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light and the buildings should be kept as cool as possible. The windows 
should not be numerous and wherever necessary these should be covered 
with yellow or green curtains or venetian blinds. If possible, incande- 
scent lights should be used inside the librariesso that these can be put 
off when not required. Rare materials as also other materials requiring 
special care should not be stored in rooms through which sunlight or hot 
winds pass. 


Climatic conditions have a direct bearing on the durability of books 
and manuscripts. Acidic gases with which the air of industrial cities is 
generally contaminated have been found to be definitely harmful to paper 
and other record components. Too high and too low humidity as 
well as rapid fluctuations in temperature cause decay and render paper 
brittle. The effects of these factors can largely be eliminated through 
air conditioning the stack rooms where books, manuscripts and documents 
are stored. Air-conditioning alone can solve many problems of preserva- 
tion of old and rare materials and money spent on air-conditioning is 
saved many times over in the saving in repairing and rebinding expenses. 
Air-conditioning of many important repositories of precious materials and 
libraries in this country may bea distant ideal but its utility has been 
recognised in some advanced countries. 

Storage 

Proper storage conditions in libraries greatly help in the preservation 
of old andrare materials. Racks should not be built into the walls be- 
cause this renders it almost impossible to guard rare materials against 
damp and pests. Stacks should preferably be built of iron and so erected 
as to be in contact with the building only where their supports rest upon 
the floor. If the supports are well-fixed and cemented into the floors and 
moreover fitted with cups at the base which may be filled with water and 
kerosene it will be impossible for pests to attack these materials. Where 
loose papersare to be kept in bundles, particular care should be taken 
regarding the materials in which they are tied up. It is advisable to use 
strong plywood (5 ply) or teak boards to keep them in shape. Another 
convenient receptacle for loose papers is the ‘Carton’ or a large box made 
of stout card board. Its obvious advantage is that it does not subject old 
and brittle materials to such pressure as is unavoidable when materials of 
this nature are tied in bundles and heaped one upon the other. 


Curative and preservative methods 


(ii) After having considered the basic protective and preventive 
measures we may examine some of the curative and preservative methods 
which may be adopted for the repair and rehabilitation of aged, damaged 
and pest-affected materials. This aspect of the problem is, of course, 
essentially technical and specialised treatment is necessary for various 
kinds of writing materials (paper, parchment, palm leaves, paintings, 
pictures, delible, indelible and faded inks). Different materials will 
require separate chemical treatment in respect of particular damage or 
deterioration suffered by them. It is, however, necessary to suggest 
certain general remedies for some common blights of old and rare materials 
and modern methods for their repair and rehabilitation. 


Some enemies of old and rare materials 


Old and rare materials are generally pest-affected which breed and 
prey on their components (white-ants, silver fish and cockroaches, etc, ) 
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Other common blights of paper are ‘mildew’ and foxing’. Paper is said 
to be mildewed when it is weakened and stained as a result of the growth 
of minute fungi. Such growth takes place most quickly when the material 
is damp. Staining is generally increased as the organism develops, 
either from direct contact with growths which are themselves coloured or 
by absorption of coloured compounds formed by interaction of growing 
organism with materials already existing in the paper. 
‘Foxing’-Characteristic brown spotty type of discolouration is knwon 
as ‘foxing’. The brown spotsare caused by the oxidisation of metallic 
impurities (iron) inthe paper; and this takes place most easily when the 
: paper is damp. 


Sterilisation 


In the case of all such pest-effected, ‘mildewed’ or ‘foxed’ materials 
it is essential to eliminate these infections before storing them otherwise 
contagion is likely to spread among other contents of libraries. One of 
the simplest methods of their treatment would be to expose these materials to 
sunlight. But this is neither very effective nor advisable on account of the 
fading propensities of certain inks and colours. The more scientific and 
effective method is to sterilise the materials with the help of a suitable 
fumigant. Among suchchemicals, which are easily volatile, discholor- 
obenzene and thymol are regarded as very convenient and readily avail- 
able. The sterilisation can be carried out in a specially designed low cost 
fumigation chamber which can be manufactured locally. The vacuum 
fumigation plant using ‘Carboxide’ gas though most effective for the exter- 
: mination of pests, would be beyond the means of our libraries. (The 
4 specification of fumigaion chamber costing about Rs. 200/- may, if 
] necessary be obtained from and its working studied at the Panjab Gover- 

ment Records Office, where the same has been installed). 


Insecticides 


To render old and rare materials immune from the attack of pests 
which might grow in them under ordinary conditions of their storage con- 
stant use of insectic’ es is necessary. The most common and widely used 
insecticide is Napthalene. It may. therefore, be lavishly used, preferably 
in the form of blocks, on the open shelves and in almirahs containing such 

materials, Spraying with flit and D. D.T. powder in the building would 
greatly help to eliminate the growth of pests in and around the stacks. It 
must be ensured that the materials are not stained by the fluids. 


Repairs and rehabilitation of damaged and deteriorated materials 


When some materials have suffered damage or decay necessary steps 
should be taken for their proper and rehabilitation. Allfolded and cre- 
ased paper should be carefully flattened, more conveniently with the help 
of an automatic heat-controlled electric iron. Before ironing the materials 
should be slightly damped. All damaged and decayed materials should be 
repaired with appropriate materials in order to render them serviceable 
and ensure their proper preservtion. 


Repair with paste and paper 

The commonest and time old method is, of course, witha thin paste and 
paper. Ordinary self raising flour (maida) or starch may bc used for the 
preparation of thin paste. But it is necessary to add thereto a small qua- 
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ntity of agermicide (copper sulphate- ‘Neela Thotha’ or white arsenic 
oxide) and glycerine so that the materials repaired thereby should not be 
preyed upon by pests or become very brittle on account of the hygroscopic 
action of the latter chemical. Itis advisable to repair precious documents 
with hand-made paper which is far more enduring than ordinary pulp made 
paper. Loose sheets should be pasted with a strip at the binding edge. 
The guards should be made into pairs or sections and sewn together with- 
out subjecting the documents to unnecessary tension. 


Repair with tissue paper 

Aged and worm-eaten materials may be pasted on with Japanese 
tissue paper with specially made dextrine paste! since flour paste is unsul- 
table for the operation. Tracing paper should be discarded altogether 
since it is injurious. 


Chiffoning 

Fragmentary and fragile papers have to be specially reinforced and 
protected. It is necessary to paste them over with chiffon (finesilk gauze). 
This material is very costly and has, therefore, to be used sparingly and 
for the preservation of precious papers. 


Lamination 

A more effective and recently evolved process of repair of old docu- 
ments is by lamination. It consists in repairing a document by placing it 
between two thin sheets of cellulose accetate foil and heremetically sealing 
it by means of heat and very high pressure. Lamination has been found 


to be the most satisfactory and economical method of repairing brittle and 
damaged documents. Laminated materials are not attacked by pests, are 
very stable and can be washed with soap and water when dirty. But the 
process is highly specialised and the initial cost of apparatus is prohibitive. 
It may, however, be suggested that the job may be got done on special 
request by the National Archives of India where lamination plant has been 
installed. 


Repair with tissue paper and accetate foil 

A more handy and convenient method of repair of old and rare 
materials, especially such as carry water soluble inks or paints and cannot 
withstand ordinary paste, is through the process of applying tissue paper 
on them with plastic foil dissolved in a solvent as an adhesive. The docu- 
ment is thus embedded between two sheets of tissue paper and, if neces- 
sary can be easily recovered in original form by putting it ina bath of 
the solvent for sometime. The obvious advantages of the method are its 
low cost and practibility by individuals, with a little practice. Above all 
avoids the use of costly and complicated plant beyond the means of 
small institutions. 





1. Dextrine = an om oe 5 lbs. 
Water dee om xt aa 10 lbs. 
White arsenic eee ave ar eas 24 oz (Avoir). 
Glycerine mies a “ in 1 02z( Fluid). 
The paste may be procured in ready made form from:— 
(i) one Chemical and Pharmeeutical Works Ltd., 94, Chittaranjan Avenue, 
alcutta. 
(ii) C.D.K, Agencies, 17-A/55, Western Extension Area, Karolbagh, New Delhi, or 
(iii) I nida Alkalies Ltd., Garstin Place, Calcutta. 
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Leather Preservatives 


__ A word about the preservation of leather bindings of old matetials 
will not be out of placehere. Ordinary tanned leather used in binding 
may underago general deterioration and is liable to attack from insects and 
fungi. The durability and flexibility of leather can be greatly enhanced 
by the application of a leather preservative dressing containing wax sub- 
stances and insectides. The dressing! may be prepared locally or may be 
acquired from manufacturing concerns in India®. 


In this brief address an attempt has been made to acquaint the 
Custodians of old and rare materials in our libraries with the general 
principles and some scientific techniques and modern methods for their 
proper care and preservation. All technical details about the various 
processes have been deliberately avoided in a general meeting like this 
because a certain amount of training and experience is essential to put 
them into practice. If necessary, full information about the preservation 
materials canbe furnished and a demonstration of various methods of 
repair canbe given at the Punjab Government Records Office. In any 
particular case relating to the care and preservation of old and rare ma- 
terials advice may be sought from and, if desired, service can be rendered 
by the State Reeords Office. 


LIBRARIES & LIBRARY WORKS IN PEPSU" 
T. D. JAND 
Librarian, Mahendra College, Patiala 


Planned library development on modern scientific basis is of recent 
origin. In Pepsu there are a number of libraries of varying sizes and 
types with independent managements. Libraries exist, as a matter of cour- 
se, in schools and colleges, departmental libraries with moderate book- 
collections, primarily meant to serve the departmental needs, allow the 
public, in a majority of cases, to browse and refer to the books in the 
library with special permission. 


Most of the specialized libraries are situated in Patiala, though 
Kapurthala, Nabha, Sangrur and Faridkot have their public and private 
libraries with some excellent material of local importance. The use of 
these libraries is open to all local residents and bonafide research students. 
There is no system of interlending or lending out of the town. 


In the city of Patiala, Industries Department, Public Works Depart~- 
ment, Co-operative Department, Department of Medicine and Public 
Health, Bank of Patiala and Central Anylatical Laboratory possess speci- 





(1) Lanoline Anhydrous ode on «+ 702 (Avoir) 


Bees wax 

Cedar wood oil oe . 

Hexane or Petroleumeither _... dds + 110z (Fluid) 
(2) Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works Ltd., Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta. 


3Paper Read at the Panjab Library Convention, Simla on Sunday, the 22nd June, 1952. 
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alized collections of their own. These libraries besides serving the imme- 
diate day to day needs of the administration house collections that are 
useful to serious students of these subjects. 


The Government have lately established rural libraries to provide 
facilities for creating and keeping up reading habits of the rural popu- 
lation. In addition, a plan to better the lot of villagers by opening more 
andmore Panchayat Ghars and libraries equipped with radios in every 
village has been receiving attention of the Government. It is, therefore, 
evident that conscious development of libraries has been recently realized 
and efforts are being made to promote the cause of librarization of Pepsu. 
The reading public, both in urban and rural areas is on the increase 
mainly due to the introduction of leglslature activities in the State. In- 
creasing numbers are seen being attracted to the reading of daily papers. 
There is, no doubt, that the scope of library development in Pepsu is 
opening up on all sides and in order to give timely fillip to this progres- 
slve and growing public desire for libraries, the Archives Department 
arranged the FIRST PATIALA BOOK FESTIVAL from the 5th to 8th 
April, 1952. Display of Audio-visual filmstrips was one of the interesting 
items of the programme. The Festival had to be extended by one day 
in view of extensive public interest. 


Details in respect of a few important and outstanding libraries in 
Pepsu is as follows :— 


The Central Library 


At present there is no such institution but the establishment of one 
on the lines of public library working on the models of Urban libraries 
in England and the U.S.A., is under the active consideration of the Govern- 
ment. 


College Libraries 


There are 12 college libraries. Oi these two pertain to the Commerce 
and Engineering Colleges and the remaining 10 belong to the Arts Colleges. 
The foremost of these libraries is Mahendra College Library; which has 
the unique distinction of being the oldest in Northern India, having been 
started in 1870 A.D, This library is strong in the subjects of English, 
Mathematics, Economics, Hindi, Panjabi and Science Subjects. Total 
number of book collection is nearly 11,000. Italso possesses about 1,000 
bound periodicals. About 50 selected journals are received in the library. 
The library facilities are open only to Members of the Stafl and Students. 
Students are required to pay a deposit of Rs. 10/- for borrowing books. 
Outsiders are allowed to refer to the books in the library with special per- 
mission. Rcsearch and Seminor work with 5 post-graduate departments 
is the special characteristic of this institution. 


The Singh Sabha Library 


The mone | contains books on various subjects, mainly in Panjabi. 
The number of books housed in the library is about 5,000. The library 
contains about 50 MSS in Panjabi. It is used bythe Officers, Public and 
research students of Post-graduate classes of Mahendra College and Go- 
vernment Gurmukhi Vidyalya. Text and help books are issued to poor 
and deserving students for the full session of their study. About half a 
dozen selected periodicals are also subscribed to for the Reading Room. 
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LIBRARIES & LIBRARY WORK IN PEPSU 


The Public Libraries 


There are a number of Libraries and Reading Rooms (big, moderate, 
and small) in almost ail important towns in the State. Only a few of them 
are administered by local bodies, the others by private enterprise. These 
= ow year by year. This clearly denotes the growing public taste 

or libraries. 


There are two Government controlled Public Libraries, one at 
Nabha and the other at Sangrur, which cater to the public need of their 
respective towns. Since both these are suitably and tastefully furnished, 
they are an asset to the town and provide many amenities for the read- 
ing public. 


The R.V.D.J. Public Library, Patiala 


This library was opened in I897 on the occasion of late Queen Vic- 
toria’s Diamond Jubilee. This library was first housed in Banasar Ghar 
in Motibagh Palace but later on it was shifted to Mahendra College buil- 
ding where five spacious rooms (including the Hall to serve as Reading 
Room) were allotted for the purpose. The library, however, was trans- 
ferred in 1939 to the control of the Patiala Municipal Committee, It is 
at present housed inthe Municipal Halland consists of 3 main sections, 
(1) English; (2) Arabic, Persian and Urdu; (3) Sanskrit, Hindi & Panjabi, 
There are about 10,700 books in the library. Some of the books are very 
old, rare and valuable. It is one of the oldest public libraries in northern 
India. Its membership is open free to all Gazetted Officers of the State 
but others are also enrolled on payment of a deposit of Rs. 10/- for bor- 
rowing books. Two books are issued at a time for a period of one month. 
About 11 periodicals and seven daily papers are received in the library. 
It remains open throughout the week, both morning and evening. 


Shri Gian Jain Library & Shri Jain Muni Prem Chandji Reading Room, Patiala 


It is a private enterprise started about 50 years ago. The Reading 
Room was started in 1940 and named after the well known Jain Guru 
Shri 1008 Jain Muni Shri Prem Chandji Maharaj. The library contains 
about 1,000 selected books and caters to the needs of all types of its rea~ 
ders. About half a dozen periodicals are received in the Reading Room. 
The management is keenly contemplating the enrichment of the library 
stock in response to the increasing public interest in the library move- 
ment. 


The Economic Enquiry Committee 

It is specialized library. Besides books, reports, schedules and Acts 
are also krpt in the library for reference and study. Current Economics, 
Banking, Commerce and Statistics are the main subjects represented here. 
About half a dozen standard journals are subscribed to for the library. 
The library is open to the research students. 


The Palace Library 

This library has a good collection of (i) books .* Politics, 
Arts, Botany and Games; (ii) Parliamentary Blue books, (iii) Publications 
of the Government of India and Provincial Governments, and (iv) value- 
ble and rare illumed MSS. The most important is the one “LIGHT OF 
THE HERAM” which is the only MSS. in India costing about one lac of 
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rupees. The number of books on these subjects; is approximately 15,000. 
The library is used by the Members of the Government, Heads of Depart- 
ments, the staff of the Palace, Secretariat and such other persons as the 
Controller may deem it proper to admit. 


The Pepsu Government Secretariat Library 

After the formation of the Pepsu with the entire stock of books of 
various departmental libraries of the convenanting States, a Central Ref- 
erence Library of the Government was started in 1948 in the spacious 
Secretariat Hall which was previously used as Ijlas-i-Khas Hall by the 
erstwhile Patiala State and was fully equipped with furniture prepared 
on modern library design. 


This library was set up onthe linesof the Secretariat library of the 
Uttar Pradesh, Madras and Punjab. In addition to standard Law books, 
reports, digests etc., which form a major portion of the entire stock of 
books, it contains anumber of standard books, on Constitutional Law, 
International Law, Legislation, proceedings of the Legislative Assemblies 
of various States and Parliament of India. It also contains Gazettes, 
periodicals and special reports relating to important subjects, published by 
Government of India and other States. At present the total number of 
books is about 4,000 and it is simply a Reference Library of the Govern- 
ment. Moreover, a small collection of standard books of general taste, 
has also been added to it for the use of the Secretariat Staff. Selected 
periodicals literature is also subscribed to and displayed for the use of the 
Secretariat Staff. 


The Archives Library, Patiala 

The Archives Library contains many rare and out-of-print books 
and manuscripts bearing on History, Languages, Cultures, Religions, Arts 
etc., with particular reference to the States constituting the Patiala & 
East Punjab States Union. The Archives Library is expected to develop 
into a centre of resarchful studies and aspires to be one of its kind in the 
Northern India. It is purely a Reference Library. Every facility is pro- 
vided to the research student. 


Every effort is being made to secure the rotograph copies of the 
manuscripts on History and Culture of Northern India from the British 
Museum and the India House, London, the Bodleian Library at Oxford, 
the Biliotheque Nationale, Paris, and other libraries of Europe and 
America. Recently a rotograph copy of Bute Shah’s Twarikh-i-Panjab 
was secured from the Brltish Museum, London. 


Within a brief space of time the ilbrary has been able to collect the 
following number of books and manuscripts :— 


Printed Books 
Sanskrit & Hindi on 136 
Urdu, Persian & Arabic oon... ane 
Panjabi aa 163 
English we 3015 
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Manuscripts 









Sanskrit & Hindi ove 691 
Persian, Arabic & Urdu ... 1250 
Panjabi ove 451 
English oe 2 






Total... 2394 














The Panjabi Department 


The library collection consists of books and MSS mainly on Panjabi 
language and literature. It is, therefore, fairly strong in collection of 
books on Panjabi culture and probably the best in India. It is pre-emi- 
nently a reference library. Thelibrary facilities are free and open to all, 
= reference in the library, who may satisfy the Director with his bona- 

des. 












Government have also started a system of rural library service. The 
rural library service is organised and controlled by the Panjabi Depart- 
ment. There are at present 11 rural libraries which are located in places 
where either library facilities are not available. The books are mostly in 
Panjabi, the aim of these libraries being chiefly to prevent lapses into 
illiteracy and to provide reading material for those educated in Northern 
Indian Languages. A sum of Rs. 7,000/- is being spent every year on 
books and equipment of these libraries. A set of selected books is purcha- 
sed and supplied to the rural libraries every year. 












The Pepsu High Court Library 


The library consists of law books and books on Constitutional Law 
only. The number of books housed in the library is about 10,000. It 
has got an up-to-date periodical section of Indian and English Law Jour- 
nals. It only serves the Hon’ble Judges. 












From a description of the different libraries it will be seen that they 
are notin the strict sense of the term research libraries. There is no 
development on planned lines, at present, for establishing a chain of speci- 
alised libraries. Pepsu Government have yet to constitute an organization 
under which all libraries will work with co-ordination in the selection and 
purchase of books. When this willcome, Pepsu Organization of libraries 
will have reached an important landmark in its development. 















Some people are contemptuous of the grand lobbies 
and spacious reading rooms of monumental libraries, 
and deplore the extravagant waste ofspace. So long as 
society can afford to squander millions of dollars on 
battleships, slot machines, and soft and hard drinks, it 
can afford the luxury of splendid libraries. 













JUNE 1952 17 








BOOK FESTIVAL 
AND 
THE PUNJAB LIBRARY CONVENTION 


Messages 
Chandulal Trivedi I.C. 8. Governor of Punjab (1) 


I learn with delight that the Punjab Library Association is holding 
its Fifth Annual Book Festival from the 20th to the 24th June, 1952, and 
along with it aLibrary Convention. I wish the Festival and the Conven- 
tion all success, As I said in my message to the First Provincial Library 
Conference held at Simla on the 2nd and 3rd October, 1948, partition 
deprived us of many first class libraries founded by eminent Hindus and 
Sikhs at Lahore and elsewhere. Since then we have made some progress 
in rebuilding our disrupted libraries and also in founding some new ones. 
The library movement deserves the hearty support of our citizens, Again, 
as stated by me in 1948, apartfrom providing healthy recreation to the 
mind, libraries are one of the most potent means of making our citizens 
educated, enlightend, broad minded and alive to the obligations of true 
citizenship. May the Punjab Library Association continue to grow from 
strength to strength,giving ever-increasing impetus to the library move- 
ment in our state, and may it thus be the means of diffusing education, 
culture and recreation amongst all our people. 


Mr. M.8. Randhawa. I.C.S Commissioner, Ambala Division 


I am glad to learn that the Punjab Library Association are organising 
their fifth Annual Book Festival at Simla. By organising these Book 
Festivals the Punjab Library Assoclation have stimulated a good deal of 
interest among the Punjabis in book reading. Rare manuscripts and books, 
and books with illustrations of high quality have been exhibited at the 
various Festivalsevery year. Publications from foreign countries which 
would otherwise not come to the notice of the readers in Punjab have been 
collected with great pains by the Organising Secretary and have provided 
guidance to alarge number of readers. The Punjab Library Association 
have done great service to the Punjabis by bringing to their notice publi- 
cations on Arts, Crafts, Education, History, and Science. I congratulate 
the Association and particular its enthusiastic Org. Secy., on the occasion 
of their 5th Festival and wish them great success. 


(Miss) Elizabeth G. Robb, Director of Library Service, American Embassy, 
New Delhi 


‘May I extend my heartiest good wishes for the success of the 5th 
Annual Book Festival to be held in Simla from June 20th to 24th, 1952, 
Talso extend my congratulations to the Punjab Library Association on 
having their Library Convention coinciding with the same Festival. The 
programmes of the two affairs will undoubtedly prove to be a fine intrega- 
tion of library service in its most extensive aspects. I should like to extend 
my congratulations to the entire Book Festival Committe on their continua- 
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BOOK FESTIVAL & THE LIBRARY CONVENTION 


tion ofso successful an affair as the Annual Book Festival. It will do 
much to foster the progress of librariesin !the entire Punjab. Again may 
I send my best wishes for the success of the whole occasion.” 


H.E.Mr. Mohammad Ismail, High Commissioner for Pakistan in India, New Delh 


There appears to be a general indifference to the study of such 
bocks as may contribute to the enrichment of mind and knowledge of the 
reader. We all must make every possible endeavour to create interest in 
the study of the right type of literature. You deserve appreciation in the 
efforts you are making in that direction. 

I wish the Annual Book Festival all success, 


High Commissioner for Canada, New Delhi 


*‘May we take this opportunity of expressing to you our best wishes 
for the success of your excellent venture.” 


Laura Vory, Secretary, The Association of the Scientific Librarians of Finland 


We regret that the long distance between our Countries prevents our 
accepting of your kind invitation. -We send you our best and most cordial 
wishes. 


Mr. P.C. Bose, University Librarian, Calcutta University Library 


The Calcutta University Library greets with pleasure the Punjab 
Library Convention and sends its good wishes for ali round success of the 
Convention. 


Mr. D.N. Marshall, University Librarian, Bombay University Library 
I take this opportunity, however, to wish the function all success, 
8. Tara Singh, University Librarian, Lucknow University 


Iam sure, the Library Convention at Simla will, once more show, 
to the country that the spirit of the Punjab still lives and the Punjab re- 
mains as always the center and the leader of the Indian Library Movement. 
I wish the Convention all success. 


Pt. D. Subrahmanyam, University Librarian, Banaras Hindu University 


I have great pleasure in sending my heartiest greetings and good 
wishes to the success of the Convention and the Book Festival and the 
continued success of your beneficent nation building activities in Punjab. 


F."M. Gardner, F.L.A., Borough Librarian, Luton, England. Uncsco Consultant, 
Delhi Public Library, Delhi. 
I have pleasure in sending a short message of goodwill to the Libra- 
ry Conference at Simla. I am sorry that I am unable to be present, but I 
wish the Conference every success. 


I have beenasked to say something about the role of public libraries 
in education. I have been in India several months, and in that time have 
come to realise something of the enormous problems you have in the con- 
quest of illiteracy and in technological and cultural progress. Public li- 
braries can play a great part in the solution of these problems, but only 
if the assets and limitatons of libraries are fully realised. Libraries can 
help only those who are ready to help themselves. To do this, the path 
to them must be as easy andinformal as possible. They must be free to 
all, they must be attractive and cheerful, access to them must be without 
too many regulations and red tapes and above, readers must be able to see 
the books they want, A prison need not be attractive, it need not be easy 
to get into. because ne one wishes to go there, but no one need gotoa 
library, so it must be to look as though it is worth going to. 
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The Library in India must first of all be able to assist people who 
have learned to read,and persuade them that continued employment of 
that ability is worth while. That applies both to adults and children, but 


particulary, I think to children. 


It must next open a wider world to those who have not been able to 
go on from school to university. Asin the West, people seeking to im- 
prove their skill or acquirenew ones, must be shown that books can 


help. 


And then the contribution ofthe library to the arts of leisure must 
be considered. As Voltaire said, ‘JI faut cultiver motres Jardins”. In 
India, too few people who work with their minds cultivate their gardens, 
or pursue any hobby which needs the ski of the hand, and too few peo- 
ple who work with their hands are able to cultivate their minds. Perhaps 
one of the greatest contrasts between East and West today lies in this 
simple and undeniable fact. It isa fact recognised by Gandhi as shown 
by his advocacy of basic education, and in the extension of basic education 
to adult life, the public library can be of the greatest value. 


I have been reading recently a book which has caused some sensation 
in England a book called ‘‘In place of fear‘‘, by Mr. Aneurin Bevan, who is 
regarded as one of our most dynamic politicians. In this, his political 
testament, I came across these words. 


‘**To those whose lives are a progression from preparatory school to 
public school and from there to university, it is not easy to understand the 
process of self-education. The self educating naturally seize on the know- 
ledge which makes their own experience intelligible. It is not so much 
thatthey look for immediately useful knowledge. In that they are less 
utilitarian than the university student who has to acquire the knowledge 
that enables him to pass examinations. Thatis why, I suppose, the self- 
educating cling towhat they learn with more tenacity than the univer- 
sity product. The self educated man learns only what interests him and 
interest is the begetter of intelligence. As a general rule he learns only 
what has a significance in his own life. The abstract ideas which ignite 
his mind are those to which his own experience provides a reference. 


Thus action and thought go hand-in-handin reciprocal revelation. 
The world of concrete activity renovates, refreshes and winnows the ideas 
he getsin books. The world of abstract thought rises from strong found- 
ations of realised fact, like a great tree, whose topmost leaves move in abei- 
sance to the lightest zephyr, yet the great trunk itself issues the final com- 
mand. 


1 must not be thought to be extolling the virtues of self-education 
against those of trained instruction. ‘Trained instruction often makes for 
a wider mobility, both in thought and action. But whatthe self-educated 
learn they hold, and what they hold is an illumination of their own ex- 
perience. As I have already said, I was especially fortunate in the quality 
of the library which had been built up by the pennies of the miners and 
given its distinctive quality by asmall band of extraordinary men them- 
selves miners and self-educated. They made available to us both the 
orthodox economists and philosophers, and the Marxist source books, and 
thus showed a more receptive attitude and less bigotry than many of our 
school and college libraries at that time.”’ 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE BOOK FESTIVAL 


_When a public man in India can say that he owes his career to the 
public library in his own village, Librarians in India can feel that : they 
have come into their own, and their value as educators has been justified. 


HIGHLIGHTS OF THE BOOK FESTIVAL 


Libraries and Bookreading 


A Symposium on various aspects of Libraries and Bookreading was 
held on 22nd June. The Hon’ble Mr. Justice G. D. Khosla, I.C.S., 
presided. (Miss) A. G. Stock, Department of English, Punjab University, 
opened the Symposium by reading a most informative paper descriptive of 
Eaglish libraries, and particularly of a typical County library and how it 
serves the public, and educates citizens in democratic way of living. Dr. 
V.K.V. Rao, Director, Delhi School of Economics, Delhi, stressed the 
necessity of a good library having a discussion hall attached to it where 
lectures and talks on topics of current interest could be discussed, and the 
co-operation of eminent professors and men of learning be obtained for 
this purpose. Besides this, he pointed out that reading habits are de- 
veloped not through public libraries alone but only when boys and girls 
are initiated into them through their school and college libraries; he 
strongly advocated the open-shelf system in every library, so that intel- 
lectual browsing and handling of books may stimulate a desire to read 
books. Principal Teja Singh pointed out the role of a guide, friend or 
teacher in creating a love of books in the tender mind of youth, and 
cited his own example. Mrs. Kamla Bhatia, Principal, Municipal Girls 
School for Secondary Higher Education, New Delhi,eloquently described an 
investigation into the reading habits of boys and girls of 696 school 
children in Delhi Schools, giving complete facts and figures ‘of the data 
collected in relation to their likes, and preferences and their environmental 
causes which stand in the way of their reading extra books. Pandit 
Bhagwat Datta, Research Scholar, described the Ancient libraries and 
the library system of Ancient India. 


Library Section 

In the Library Section of the Festival, pictures of modern libraries 
in Great Britain, Canada, Australia, andthe U.S.A. and publications of the 
Library Association, London; American Library Association, Chicago; 
The Library of Congress, Washington; Special Libraries Asso- 
ciation, New York; Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore; Canadian 
Library Association, Ottawa; The H.W. Wilson Co., New York; Chicago 
Universiiy Press, Chicago; Bibliographic Institute, Beograd (Yougoslavie) 
and South African Library Association, Cape Town were displayed and 
introduced to the librarians and secretaries of public libraries who attended 
the Convention with a view to widen their mental horizon and to keep 
pace with other countries in the matter of library service to the reading 
public. 


Technical Papers 

Papers were read by Professor V. S. Suri, Keeper of Records, Punjab 
Government on ‘‘ The Care and Preservation of Old and Rare Materials 
in Libraries”; Mr. T, D. Jand, Librarian, Mahendra College, Patiala, on 
‘Libraries and Library Work in Pepsu’; Mr. S.'R, Bhatia, on ‘The 
Library and its place in Mass Communications ”; Mr. G. L. Trehan, 
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LIBRARIES AND UNESCO 


Secretary, Punjab Library Association, on *‘The Adult Education and 
Libraries ‘*’; Miss C. Quarterman, Librarian, United States Information 
Service Library, New Delhi, on ‘The Library Service in the U.S.LS. 
Library and Pandit Bhagat Ram, Librarian, Medical College, Amritsar on 
* Specialised Library in Punjab for the Medical Profession”. 


LIBRARIES AND UNESCO 


A useful summary entitled ‘What UNESCO is doing for librarians 
the world over’, by Dr. Herbert Coblans, Librarian of the University of 
Natal, appears in the February, 1952 issue of the Stechert-Hafner Book 
News. Dr. Coblans, draws attention to the concrete achievements of this 
international organization, showing that it has not only inherited the 
work of the ‘‘Institute International de Co-operation Intellectuelle” (as, 
for instance, by preparing a new edition .of the important Index Biblio- 
gtaphicus), but has taken the lead in many other directions. Pilot pro- 
jects, such as the Public library demonstration scheme at Delhi; the 
invention and administration of UNESCO book-coupons to overcome 
difficulties of foreign exchange: and the publication of the Unesco Bulletin 
for Libraries, making possible regular communication between the 
Libraries Division and the eight thousand libraries which receive it in all 
parts of the world. These are three only of the tasks which have been 
not only thought out, but put into highly effective practice. Finally, 
Dr. Coblans selects seventeen of the most important publications made 
possible through UNESCO in the past two or three years. They 
make an impressive record. 











Agents for Unesco Publications 


Messrs. Orient Longmans., Nicol Road, Ballard Estate, Bombay 1; 
17 Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta, 13; and 36A Mount Road, Madras 2, 
have been appointed sole selling Agents for Unesco Publications in India 
and Pakistan. 


Unesco Coupons 


Enquiries concerning Unesco Coupons should be addressed to the 
Unesco Coupon Office, 19 Avenue Klebber, Paris 16e, France. 


Back Numbers of The Indian Librarian 


There has been an increasing demand for back numbers of the Indian 
Librarian, many of which are out of stock, Will members who do not 
need back numbers for permanent record kindly send them to The Editor, 
Indian Librarian, Tnlbot House, The Mall, Simla (India). The Editor 
will be grateful for such assistance. 





It is what you read when you don’t have to that determines what you 
will be when you can’t help it. 


—QOscar Wilde 
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BOOK SELECTION GUIDE 


The list of selected new publications is compiled with the assistance 
of the University Libraries, Banaras, Bombay and Mysore; British Book 
News London; Library Review, Glasgow; Ontario Library Review, 
Toronto; Library Journal, New York; and the United States Quarterly 
Book Review. The classification follows the third figure of the Standard 
(15th) Edition of Dewey's Decimal Classification for libraries, and the 
Dewey number is given at the end of each entry. 


General and Reference Works 


Birkett, N. & others. Books are essential. 002 
Grimshaw, R. The teacher librarian. 021 
Harrocks, S. The State as Publisher. 025 
Library Association, London. Year Book 1952. 020 
Library of Congress, Washington. Iran: A selected and 
annotated bibliography, by H. F. Farman. 016 
Palmer and Wells. Fundamentals of library classification. 025 
Sharr, F.A. (ed.) County library transport. 027 
Unesco. Handbook on the International exchange of publications. 011 
Philosophy 
Blackham, H. J. Six existentialist thinkers. 149 
Deshpande, D. Y. Ethics for everyman. 170 
Doran, F. S. A. Mind: A social phenomenon. 150 
Freeman, K, God, Man and State. 182 
Ikbal Ali Shah. Occultism. 133 
Mukerjee, A. P. The doctrine and practice of Yoga. 133 
Mukerjee, R. The dynamics of morals. 170 
Radhakrishnan, S. & Muirhead, J. H. (ed.) Contemporary Indian 
Philosophy. 181 
Zimmer, H. Philosophies of India. 181 
Religion 
Deshpande, D.Y. The truth about God. 211 
Konow, B. & Tuxen, P. The Religions of India. 290 
Kumaraswamiji. The Virashaiva Philosophy and Mysticism. 221 
Phelips, V. Modern knowledge and old beliefs. 261 
Sociology 
Basu, A. N. Indian education in Parliamentary Papers. Pt. 1: 370 
Bevan, A. In place of fear. 320 
Chaudhury, K. P. Audio-Visual aids in teaching history. 371 
Divekar, M. New light on Islam. 297 
Duncan, G. A. International trade. 382 
Gluckstein, ¥. Stalin’s Satellitesin Europe. 327 
Hoehler, F. K. Europe’s homeless millions. 325 
Kulkarni, R. A. School of the new order. 370 
Lenin, V. I. and others. Soviet legal philosophy. 349 
Lewin, K. Field theory in Social Science. 301 
Mohammad Ali. Thoughts on the present discontent. 323 
Pant, D. [ransport problems of India. 331 
Punekar, S. D. Industrial peace in India. 331 
’ Schumpeter, J. A. Ten great economists from Marx to Keynes. 330 
Unesco. Report of the Mission to Burma. 370 
Unesco. Study Abroad, International Handbook. V. 4: 378 
U. N.O. Public Finance Surveys—India. 336 
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Language 
Bithell, J. German pronounciation and phonology. 431 
Gowers, E. A.B.C. of plain words. 410 
Hunter, W. Rules for the spelling of Indian proper names. 491 
Natural Science 
Bell, R.E. Acids and bases: their quantitative behaviour. 547 
Blacker, C P. Eugenics : Galton and after. 575 
Contant, J.B. Pasteurs’ Study of fermentation. 574 
Dawes, B. A hundred years of Biology. 570 
Esterman.T. Introduction to modern prime number theory. 511 
Fothergill, P.G. Historical aspects of organic evolution. 575 
Kingdon-Ward, F. Plant hunter in Manipur. 581 
Lorenz, K. Z. King Solomons’s Ring. New light on animal ways. 591 
Mott, N. F. Elements of wave mechanics. 530 
Pennimin, T. K. A hundred years of Anthropology. 572 
Synge, J. L. Science: Sense and nonsense. 504 
Vial, ALE. L. Alpine glaciers. 551 
Winter, H.J. J. Eastern Science. 509 


Useful Arts 


Camm, F. J. Television principles and practice. 621 
Cox, D.M. Practical home needlecraft in pictures. 646 
Cruickshank, E.W.H. Food and Nutrition. 613 
Duncan, W. J. The principles of the control and stability of aircraft, 629 
Griffith, M.& others, Reclaiming land for agriculture, 631 
Herdeg, W. ed. International window display. 659 
Mann, G. Print: Manual for librarians and students. - 655 
Noble, D. Teach yourself motoring. 629 
Sykes, G. The Henyard. 636 
Turing, H. D. River Pollution. 628 
Walkden G. B. Gardening in piétures. 635 
Walker, K. Commentary on Age. 618 
Wallace, W. H. J. Infant and child care. 649 


Fine Arts 


Allsopp, B. Art and nature of architecture. 720 
Archer, W. G. Indian painting in the Punjab Hills. 750 
Brown, P. Indian Architecture (Islamic Period). 722 
Forman, D. Films, 1945 —150. 792 
Read, H. The Philosophy of modern Art. 704 
Scholes, P. A. Concise Oxford dictionary of Music. 780 
Tarr, J.C. Good handwriting and how to acquire it. 745 
General Literature 
Abercrombie, L. The Art of Wordsworth. 821 
Ashley, R. Wilkie Collins (a study), 823 
Buckley, J. H. The Victorian Temper: A study inliterary culture. 820 
Burckhardt, P. E. Goethe: his life and work. 832 
Chiari, J. Contemporary French poetry. 841 
Du Maurier, D. Hungry Hill. 823 
Durrell, L. Akey to modern poetry. 821 
Halliday, F. E. A Shakespeare companion : 1550 —1950.. 822 
Holland, R. One crown with a Sun. 823 
Lynd, R. Books and Writers. 824 
Mudrick . M. Jane Austen—Irony as defense and discovery. 823 
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Ross, A. Poetry 1945-1950. 821 
Thomson, J. A. K. Shakespeare and the classics. 822 
Tillyard, E.M.W. The English Renaissance : fact or fiction. 820 
Triebel, L. A. Facets of France and French literature. 840 
Wodehouse, P. G. Barmy in wonderland. 827 


History and Travel 
Bailey, S. D. Ceylon. 954 
Bate, H. M. Report frow Formosa. 951 
Bellot, H. H. American history and American historians. 973 
Braddon, R. The naked island (p.o.w.) 940 
Childe, V.G. New light on the most Ancient East. 913 
Cooper, G. Dead cities and forgotten tribes. 910 
Corbett, J. My India. 915 
Crawford, D. M. Australia. 994 
Cutforth, R. Korean reporter, 951 
Dawson, C. Understanding Europe. 940 
Douglas, W. O. Strange lands and friendly people. 915 
Eidlitz, W. Unknown India. 915 
Forbes, D. The liberal Anglican idea of history. 901 
Kelly, M. Mirror to Russia. “. 914 
Rasmussen, A.H. Sea Fever. 910 
Taylor, G. The Emerald Isle. 914 
Waygand, M. Recalled to service (war memoirs). 940 
Biography - 
Bassenches, N, Stalin; tr. by L. D. Dickes, 923 
Cronin, A.J. Adventures in two worlds. 928 
Douglas, L. C. Time to remember (autobiography). 928 
Gunther, J. Eisenhower—the man and the symbol. 928 
Hart-Davis, R. Hugh Walpole: a biography, 928 
Hughes, H. S. Oswald Spengler: a critical study: 928 
Lawrence, R. Charles Napier-friend fighter 1782—1853. 923 
Loth, D. Lafayette. 923 
Meyer, A. Voltaire: man of justice. 928 
Wales, N, Red dust: autobiographies of Chinese Communists. 923 


EXPERT SERVICE ON LIBRARY SUPPLIES 
Thousands of Librarians in India, Burma and Ceylon are using Our 
Library Supplies made under the personal supervision of an expert and 
qualified librarian-such as Accession Register Borrowers’ Register, Cat- 
alogue Cards, Book Cards Catalogue Guide Cards, Chaiging Tray Guides, 
How To Find A Book - Poster, How To Use This Catalogne-Guides, Periodical 
Record Cards, And Special Printed Labels. etc. 


WE WELCOME THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO RENDERSATISFIED SERVICE 


For Special Prices & Service on quantity Orders Write 


INDIAN LIBRARY SERVICE DEPOT 
MEHRA & Co. 
Bahadurgarh Road, (Opp. Deputy Ganj) 
DELHI 


Please Mention Indian Librariau When Answering Advertisements 
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BOOKSHELF Conducted bv 
A.C. BHATIA 
REVIEWS 


LETTERS TO A YOUNGER LIBRARIAN, 


by Frank M. Gardner, F.L.A. London: James Clarke & Co., Ltd. 1951. 
178p. Rs. 10-15-0. Post and Packing Free. (Sole Agents in India, New 
Book Society of India, Devnagar, Post Box 250, New Delhi). 


Young Indian Librarians will find this book an excellent guide in 
discharging their executive responsibilities according to the means and 
staff at their disposal and the environment in which they are working. 
The assessment of their true position will equip them for all eventualities. 


The collection of letters in this book were first published in The 
Librarian, a wellknown Btitish Library Journal. Starting with a ‘“‘warning’’ 
that the first impressions are always important, the author explains how 
good relations between employers and colleagues are necessary ; how one 
should know the exact limits within which one is to work; how the book 
fund is the pivot round which the whole library system is to grow, how 
the library is to be well-planned, building to be well kept, contents to be 
clean, display fittings to be specially made and printed publicity to be 
Seriously done ; how team-work is to be achieved in the well-appointed 
staff ; how the techniqué of management is to be fully grasped and hard 
wotk and common sense to be used in administration. The use of lib- 
faries, he says, is to be made easier ; even minor details are to be looked 
after ; the stock distribution, for instance, is to be properly organised ; 
the book-purchase is the very basis of one’s service ; the librarian has to 
take “the deepest personal interest”’ in it; the readers’ demands are to be 
adequately met and the selection of book is to be judicious. The author’s 
“new service points” and suggestions regarding travelling libraries, branch 
oe and extra-mural activities, are sure to attract the notice of our 

rarians. 


The letters are well written and reveal the vast wealth of the au- 
thor’s reading. The volume has many enlightening touches of his genius. 
His aesessment of the young librarian's positiun is intelligent and scienti- 
fic, made with the quietness born of inner maturity and understanding. 
The suggestions and advice vouchsafed by him are brilliant. 


BOOKS ARE ESSENTIAL, 


by Rt. Hon’ble Sir Norman Birkett, P.C. and others. London: Andre 
Deutsch Ltd, 1951. 96p. 7sh. 6d. 


This book contains six excellent contributions from acknowledged 
experts oa the problems confronting the book trade in the hands of autho- 
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rs, publishers, booksellers and librarians. The main idea of the contri- 
butors is to ‘‘establish and maintain the proper place of books in our 
national economy” as Rt. Hon, Sir Norman Birkett puts it in his cotribu- 
tion on ‘Books and the General Reader’, He has dealt with the impor- 
tant question of “‘the very great increase in the cost of books” and of the 
Net Book Agreement. He rightly says that ‘anything that jeopardises the 
oe r7 print and publish must be regarded as a national evil to be 
warded off. 


; The author’s predicament is explained by James Lansdale Hodson 
in the second contribution ; the factors which determine the price of 
books are dealt with by Michael Joseph in the third. He urges sensible, 
uniform economies in production. His suggestion that the new scale of 
prices should be worked out between publishers and librarians in a joint 
conference will receive due attention. The fourth contribution on ‘‘The 
Service of Public Libraries” by W.A. Munford, M.B.E. discusses the 
question of current book price trends vis-a-vis public librarians, and of 
economy in book-purchase. He wants continuance of the N.B.A. In the 
next contribution on “‘High costs and the commercial Libraries’, Cad- 
ness Page feels that ‘‘any interference with the present prartice of fixed 
published prices of books would be a retrograde step, bringing about a 
serious diminution of general reading.” The last contribution on “The 
bookseller’s Problems”’ by Hubert Wilson supports the N.B.A. when he 
sums up: “In the book trade the Net Book Agreement keeps in existence 
a reasonable number of efficient booksellers’”” He asks the publishers to 
have a realistic attitude to the whole problem. 


The ‘‘symposium”’ is very interesting and thought-provoking. 


MAN ANSWERS DEATH—An anthology of poetry, edited by 
Corliss Lamont: With an introduction by Louis Untermeyer. (2nd and 
enlarged edition) New York: Philosophical Library, Inc, 1952. 330p. $4. 50. 


The outstanding poems contained in this anthology give the reader 
strength, courage and hope and dispel the constant fear of death that 
haunts mankind. The Collection imparts beauty and abundance to life 
which is our rightful inheritance from the master-minds of the poetic 
world. The author justifiably says that “the beauty of the poems them- 
selves is, of course, one kind of answer to death and also one kind of 
consolation.” The three hundrad and fifty poems ‘drawn from the chief 
periods and countries in the history of human culture’”—past and present- 
embody a Humanist Philosophy which is both inspiring and death- 
defying. 


The conception of personal immortality is lost in the wider concept 
freeing the man from the ties of inhumanism of the world. In Indian 
Pailosophy too freedom of the soul lost in the impersonality of Brahman 
and in peace beyond the strife of the world gives place to the deliverance 
of the soul, calling for a full flowering of the divine in man to its utmost 
capacity of wisdom and power, love and universality. Whatever the truth 
be regarding the state of the freed soul after death so long as he conti- 
nues to live in the world, he, according to the Bhagavadagita, is commi~ 
tted to same action or the other, possessing an easy mind and the 
unspoiled virgin outlook of a child, strangers to anxiety, fear, anger, 
distrust, adversity, prosperity, dominion of flesh, or attraction of desire ; 
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the freed soul is beyond all good and evil. Virtue is transcended in 
perfection. Social duties and justice is done in a supra-social state, 
keeping the infinite dignity of man in view and yet placing man as the 
saviour of suffering humanity with the welfare of the world as his goal. 


The poems in this collection answer the question ‘‘Whither I go”. 
It is the poet’s conception about mortality which is given in these pages, 
centring around the Philosophy of Humanism '‘whieh looks upon death 
as the end of the individual conscious personality and which sets up the 
happiness and progress of mankind on this earth as the supreme goal of 
human life.” 


The anthology is well-balanced, highly authoritative and readable. 
The choice of poems is very happy, Spread over different parts answer- 
ing the questions: “If a man die, shall he live again ?”” Death. shalt thou 
die ?”; ‘Is there the sting of transciency ?”’; ‘Is there affirmation of 
life ??; -*Are natural immortalities possible ?”, these poems are of ex- 
quisite literary standard. The affirmation of life in terms of freedom, 
joy and beauty of the Great Heart—is complete. 


FACTS, FILES AND ACTION IN BUSINESS AND 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS, 


by J. Edwin Holmstrom. (Part One—Sources and Backgrounds of Facts.) 
London: Chapman & Hall Ltd. 1951. 449p. 36sh, 


Planners both Government and Social men in business and advisers 
on careers in India will find this book highly useful. The first part of 
it under review deals with sources and background of facts concerning 
various fields of activity. It consists of thirty chapters, each giving ‘,a 
different fact of the national life and economy.’”’ Outlines of subjects other 
than ones own help to know the entirefield with which one has got even the 
remotest connection, The idea isto establish contacts with others. This 
will be elaborated in Parttwo. The author hopes to complete the picture 
by vouchsafing axioms and principles in the third part of the book. 


The various chapters—on Art and Design, Corporations, Defence, 
Economics and Sociology for Planning, Education and Tarining, Farming 
in Britain, Food Supplies, Fuel and Power, Geography, Government, Heal- 
th, Welfare and Social Insurance, Income, Law, Libraries, Local Govern- 
ment Services, Manpower and Employment, Manufacturing Industry, 
Money Credit and Investment, News and History, Personalia, Physical 
Planning and Building, Population, Public Finance, Publicity and Opinion, 
Religion, Trade, Transport and World Relations—introduce the planner 
to the subject-matter, its scope, history, research work, legislation, and 
literature on it. The relevant datais very well chosen, The institutions 
and publications give just the material which is needed. Though most of it 
pertains to Britain, yet the account is undoubtedly all comprehensive. The 
world picture makes the contrast indeed interesting. The effects of Se- 
cond World war have been beautifully traced. The census of production 
and imports and exports, the account of Government stimuli, technique 
and professions, estimatesin different spheres, statisical analyiss, commer- 
cial avenues and terminology, current developments, world relations, and 
the Bibliography covering not less than 946 publications make the busineess 
men’s and planers’ task easy. 
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m The book has been written with proportion and ability to select the 
" really important. The clear and concise survey of the various fields is 
presented with notable detachment and is admirably made intelllgent te 


thereaders. The facts areclearly given and the compressionhas added 
to the utility of the book. 


, OF GOD, THE DEVIL AND THE JEWS, 
h by ae D. Runes, New York: Philosophical Library, Inc. 1952. 186p. 
e 


We confess it is a lovable, great book, Frank and true it gives a 
fascinating description of our eccentricities and idiosyncracies and exa- 
mines humanity and its custodians, in a most candid manner. The author 

- doesn’t mince matters about the Western civilization. His whole being 
; revolts against suppression and oppression. He hates humility that 
f allows it; he hates peace of the so-called conscientious objectors; he hates 
voluntary submission to tyranny; he hates science which is servile to 
war-bound tyrants and their cliques. Democracy, where a man reaches 
his full stature, contributing tothe happiness of his fellow brethern, is 
the only correct and enlightened concept of man’s true position in society 
according tohim. He frankly tells the West that there was a God before 
Christ and that ‘‘it was useless to separate man from man, race from race 
| » and people from people on the basis of our feeble intelligence of the 
origin and development of man” It was a pity, he says, that ‘actually 
there are many more humans ready to stand by a dog or cat than there 
are humans ready to help a poor man.” Abstinence, he rightly thinks, is 
a civilized version of the primitive code of taboo atovelent among the 
aborigines. Though contrary to the view of our old thinkers—and 
Gandhiji in modern India—it is the only right thinking. ‘Faith without 
knowledge isthe apology of the superstitious, the Charlatans and the 
Voodooists”, averse the author. He wishes “‘God would dwell in the 
heart of all of the people so that they might mend their ways‘and become 
aware of the inner self, which is the door and the way and the end” and 
liberate themselves from traditional confusion and prejudice. ‘‘Where 
the heart does not long for love eternal and peace among men, there is no 
communication with the Divine; there is no true prayer”, beautifully 
sayshe. ‘*The God Lord is at the cross-roads. Something epochal will 
have to occur to reinstate Him in the heart of man or He will vanish into 
oblivion”’; “God must be alive, a burning flame in the soul of man, so 
that man may become kind and helpful and generous to his fellow man’’, 
**Love to man and love to God and love of God to man are but three 
links of the one chain’’; ‘‘the mind of man must grow by reason to answer 
the true values in man’s inner life.” 





Dagobert D. Runes has written a sincere book in easy style of which 
the suffering humanity is proud. Full of independent and thoughtful 
criticism, he gives a correct and clear lead to other writers, though his 
critique of the journalists is slightly exaggerated. They have produced 
‘*Books”’ and trash side by side. In spite of that it is the most vital 
contribution to original modern thought. 


COUNTY LIBRARY TRANSPORT: A report of the Transport 
Sub-committee of the County Libraries Secton. Edited by F.A. Sharr. 
(No. 9) London: The Library Association. 1952. 63p. Illustrated. 7sh. 
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This pomphlet is based on the facts collected by the Transport Sub- 
Committee appointed by the County Libraries Section Committee. It 
gives a survey of the delivery methods employed by county libraries, the 
work done by delivery and exhibition vans, mobile branch libraries and 
travelling libraries, the operations, and of the sample specifications. The 
committee’s conclusions are extremely sound. 


We, in India, can learn mnch from this pamphlet in order to orga- 
nise mobile rural library service. Thedata given in the survey can be 
utilised for the purposes of introducing efficiency and speed and reducing 
operation costs. We have yet to bring into use motor vehicles, rail, bus, 
contractors to schedule, public steamers, surveyors. architects, Transport 
Department, etc., to popularise our library service. In towns and large 
villages we require the provision of a mobile library service for children, 
with schools as the pivot. The pamphlet gives us good material to make 
a start. Eventhe minutest details about transport are discussed—makes 
and types of chassis, bodies, bookstocks, artificial lighting, heating, venti- 
lation, petrol consumption, special horns, retention of books on shelves, 
comparative eosts of mobile and static services, population served per ve- 
hicle and static services, frequency of visits, service given, use 
by public, length of routes, physical limitations to efficient service, 
charging methods, requests, reference service and periodicals, use of 
metalled roads, stability for urban areas and future policy. The 
pages onsimple specifications, with illustrations, will be used with deep 
interest by our librarians. 


Such a literature is seldom produced by the custodian of libraries, 
We congratulate the Library Association on making invaluable research i in 
the problems concerning libraries all over the world. The editor has done 
an admirable work in presenting the report of the Transport Sub- Commi- 
ttee. The approach is practical. The pamphlet is informative, knowle- 
dgeable and stimulating, written in a straightforward manner. 


GUIDE TO MODERN PUBLICITY, 
by D. Seshiah. Masulipatam: 167/17 Batchupet, Masulipatam. 1951: 
13lp. Rs. 3/- 


Business men in India can gain much by studying this book which 
discusses all important aspects of modern publicity—press, posters, calen- 
dars, circulars, booklets, catalogues, agents literature, etc., Its facets, 
technique, costs standard vis-a-vis consumers, mode of presentation, 
classiffcation, language, coordination, etc., have been examined. The 
chapter on press publicity lays emphasis on certain methods of planning 
which will attract the reader’s notice. The role of art in publicity is 
explained well. ‘‘The odd ways of publicity’? may appeal to many. The 
chapters on the use of psychology in publicity work and practical orga- 
nisation are interesting. The author has exploited an enormous amount 
of practicai experience in the field in writing this book, which though 
small and unattractively printed, is compact, free from technicalities and 
comparatively cheap. 


THE STATE AS PUBLISHER: A Librarian’s Guide to the publi- 
cation of His Majesty’s Stationery Office. by Sidney Horrocks. (No. 10) 
London: The Library Association. 1952, 32p. 5sh. 
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This pamphlet is a splendid guide to Indian librarians, research 
scholars and students of Politics and History who want to know about the 
official publications of the British Government. The author has shown 
how these publications can be identifed, classified and catalogued. The 
list is comprehensive but he has dealt with it beautifully well. It is a 
pleasure to read the author’s searching survey of Parliamentary and non- 
Parliamentary papers, sessional papers, journals, Parliamentary debates, 
votes and proceedings of the Huuse of Commons, minutes of proceedings 
of the House of Lords, Bills, Acts etc.,and close examination of the cost of 
Government publications. His comments and elaborations are aptly done. 
The interim code for the cataloguing of Government publications will 
undoubtedly be helpful to Indian Librarians. 


NEWSPAPER LIBRARIES, 
by J. Lewis. (No. 11) London: The Library Association. 1952. 76p. 7sh. 
Indian newspaper librarians will do well to go through this pamph- 
- which throws considerable light on the organisation of a newspaper 
ibrary. 


The author has taken tremendous pains to collect the material and 
present itin a most systematic manner. The story of how newspaper 
cuttings are collected and properly classified, how reference and general 
book stocks are preserved, how Govt. publications form an important 
section of the resources to be found in newspaper libraries, how photo- 
graphs, blocks, negatives, reports and foreign news folders are arranged, 
how every material is indexed and cared for and how cooperation with 
other libraries and organisations is practised whenever the need arises, 
is gripping indeed. The bibliography appended at the end is very en- 
lightening. Indian newspaper librarians require stout hearts, hard thi- 
nking and planning to accomplish all this. We strongly commend this 
fomnes to them as well as newspaper proprietors, It is highly read- 
able. 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A YOGI, 
by Paramhansa Yogananda. With a Preface by W.Y. Evans-Wentz. (Third 
Edition, Revised and Enlarged.) New York: Philosophical Library, Inc. 
1951. 501p. $3.50. 


Yoga is becoming popular in India. Such a book under review 
will further popularise it. The devotees will tremenduosly benefit by 
going through the Autobiography which gives an insight into the lives, 
powers and doings of Saints of India (and other countries). The narration 
of the ‘‘pilgrimages”’ of the author, the “spritiual renascence”, and of 
the yogic institutions, is gripping. 


The lives of Swami Pranabarnanda and the Saint with two bodies, 
the ‘‘Perfume Saint’, the Tiger Swami, the Levitating Saint Nagendra 
Nath Bhaduri, Master Mahasaya, Sri Yukteswar, the Sleepless Saint Ram 
Gopal Muzumdar, Muslim Wonder-Worker Afzal Khan, Sacred Mother 
Kashi Moni Lahiri, Babaji, the Yogi-Christ of Modern India, Luther 
Burbank—a Saint amidst the roses, Therese Neumann, the Catholic Stig- 
matist of Bavaria, ‘‘Joy-Permeated Mother’ (Ananda Moyi Ma) and 
women Yogi Giri Bala included in the volume teach us what ordinary 
books on Yoga can’tteach. The book recorded the notable services ren- 
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dered by these Yogis to the Science of Yoga and to the cause of humanity 
so that the world may bea better place to live, so that ‘“‘Utopia may 
spring in the private bosom before it can flower ‘‘in civic virtue”. The 
author has drawn on their wealth of experiences and the lessons that their 
lives had taught them. The observation of the saints on different sub- 
jects concerning us all, incorporated in the book throw much light on the 
controversial aspects of the matter and reveal to which height the great 
minds can reach. Thesimplicity with which the cleavage between spiri- 
tual realism and obscure mysticism has been explained and the deep per- 
ceptions of the Infinite revealed is profound. The account of the Yogi's 
“flight after God” is worth reading. The Yogi is un-nerved, shocked and 
moved till ‘‘the soul-doors are opened’’ and he is comforted as a true 
guide to young Yogis bringing them encouragement and sympathy in the 
midst of their difficulties. It gives them an opportunity to compare notes. 
It is entertaining book. 


The Yogi-author has done well in including chapters on Mahatma 
Gandhi, Rabindranath Tagore and Jagdish Chandra Bose, The inclusion 
shows that the author is not led away by the narrow definition of Yoga 
but has used the term in its most scientific sense which embraces the 
lives of all those who have enriched the lives of others and contributed, in 
general, to the happiness of mankind. 


THB PUBLIC FINANCE SURVEY OF INDIA. 


New York: United Nations (Department of Economic Affairs). 1951. 101p. 
bi Agents—Oxford Book & Stationery Co,, Scindia House, New 
elhi. 


India was faced with intricate public finance problems after the 
partition, but she tackled them courageously. The difficult period has 
passed and the country ison the road to recovery. Economic develop- 
ment has changed its face altogether. Government is looking forward 
to the completion of its projects which will further strengthen its 
position. 


_ The Public Finance Survey of India made by Mrs, Ursula K. Hicks, 
University Lecturer in Public Finance at Oxford, rightly assesses India’s 
strength and weakness in seven chapters on “The economic and monetary 
background”, “‘the Institutional framework of Indian Public Finanee’’, 
‘Budgetary Structure and Organisation,” ‘Taxation in the Indian Uni- 
on’’, The Distribution of Public Expenditure” ‘Social & Local Finance 
and ‘Borrowing and Public Debt.” 


The learned author’s conclusions are sound though they are based 
on facts available up to 1951-52. Yet we are heartened to know from an 
independent observer that ‘there is evidence too of greater concern at the 
Centre over the danger of inflation’ (page 10:), and that ‘Confidence 
in the Government’s ability to steer the country safely through its present 
difficulties is evinced by the steady rise in ‘small’ savings during the 
current year, notwithstanding the cotinued tightness in the capital market”. 
The situation has materially changed since she wrote these lines. India, 
sometime back, saw a terrible downward trend in prices endangering the 
structure of many a capitalist. The temporary phase did not last long. 
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But we are not yet back to the abnormal inflation period. The Govern- 
ment has handed the economic situation well. 







Mrs. Ursula K. Hicks’ analysis of our budgetary position is indeed 
scientific. She has, without prejudice examined our debts, expenditure 
and the taxation policy and built up a picture which is true of the period 
she took for her survey. We congratulate the United Nations on bringing 
out sucha brilliant contribution to Literature on Indian Economics, 
which will be welcomed by students, research scholars and experts who 
are engaged in solving the local and state finance problems whenever and 
wherever they crop up. 











PEARLS BEYOND PRICE, 


A Collection of priceless gems of wisdom, knowledge and wit for 
everyday use in life. Compiled by Prof. S.C. Gupta. Moradabad: 
Kumar Prakashan (Publications). 1951. 80p. As. 15 











It is always a great pleasure to know the source of a familiar quota- 
tion. In this little book there are about 640 quotations, together with 
numerous proverbs, phrases and sayings from many sources, ancient and 
modern, including of the Saints and leaders of our Motherland. 
It is essentially a practical man’s anthology which he can in large measure 
get by heart. The selection of the compiler shows a fresh and lively 
taste. 
















Libraries Pioneer 






A plaque erected by the London County:Council at 6, Cambridge 
Spuare, Paddington, W., and unveiled on Thursday by Mr.Lionel!McCol- 
vin, President of the Library Association, commemorates Willidm Ewart 
(1798-1869), for many years M.P. for Dumfries, who was responsible for 
the passage through Parliament of the First Public Libraies Act of 1850. 
No. 6, Cambridge Spuare was Ewart’s Home. 















Mailing List of Indian & Foreign Libraries 





1. University and College Libraries. 
2. Public & Special Libraries 
3. School Libraries. 
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A Guide to the Microfilm Collection of Early State Records. Supplement. 
Prepared by the Library of Congress in Association with University of 
North Carolina. Collected, compiled and edited by William ‘Sumner 
Jenkins. Washington: The Library of Congress. 1951. 148p. 

American History and Civilization—A list of guides and annotated or se- 
lective bibliographies. Compiled by Donald H. Mugridge. Washington: 
The Library of Congress. 1951. 18p. : 

Disbursing Office. Departmental & Divisional Manuals. No. 19. Wash- 
ington: The Library of Congress. 1951. 40 Cents. 

Education in the Federal People’s Republic of Yugoslavia. 1945—1950. 
Beograd: Council for Science & Culture of the Government of The 
FPR of Yugoslavia. 1952. 134p. 

Food and Population and Development of Food Industries in India. My- 
sore: Central Food Technological Research Institute. 1952, 357p. 

Fundamentals of Library Classification. By Bernard I. Palmers and A. J. 
Wells. London: George Allen & Unwin Ltd. 1951. 114p. 8sh. 6d. 

Guide to Reference Books. By Constance M. Winchell. 7th ed. Chicago: 
A.L.A, 1951. 645. $10.00. 

Handbook on the International Exchange of Publications. Prepared in 
collaboration with Miss J.L. Dargent. Paris: Unesco. 1950. 369p. 
$3.50. 

How to Catalog a Rare Book. By Paul Shaner Dunkin. Chicago: A.L.A. 
1951. 85p. 

Index translationum—International Bibiliography of translations. Paris: 
Unesco: 1951. No. 3. 444p. $7.50. 

Letters to a Younger Librarian. By Frank M. Gardner. London: James 
Clarke and Co., Ltd. 1951. I78p. 12sh. 6d. 

Looking at the United Nations. New York: United Nations Department of 
Public Information. 1952. 30p.50 Cents. 

Making a living in the Marbial Valley (Haiti). By Alfred Metrank. Paris: 
Unesco. 1951. 217p. 

Proceedings, Papers and Summaries of Discussions at the Edinburgh Con- 
a tg to 8th June 1951. London: The Library Association. 

. 97p. 

Recent Changes in Production. Supplementto World Economic Report, 
1950-51. New York: United Nations. Department af Economic Affairs. 
1952. 120p. $1.00. 

Report of the Mission to Burma. By R.M. Tisinger & others. Paris: 
Unesco. 1952. 92p. Ssh. 

Retirement for Librarians. Edited by Herbert Goldhor. Chicago: A.L.A. 
1951. 127p. 

Serial Publications of the Soviet Union 1939—1951. A Preliminary Check 
List. Compiled by Rudolf Smits. Washington: The Library of 
Congress. 1951. 316p. $1.50. 

Subject Headings—A Practical Guide. By David Judson Haykin. Wash- 
ington: The Library of Congress. 1951. 140p. 70 Cents. 

Survey of Libraries 1948-1950. Ottawa: Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 
Education Division. 1952. 88p. 60 Cents. 

The Year’s Work in Librarianship, 1947 (Volume IV). By W.A. Munford. 
London: The Library Association. 1951. 337p. 30sh. 

Trujillo. Por Abelardo R. Nanita. Cludad Trujillo: Bibliotica de la Uni- 
versidad de Santo Domingo. 1951. 37Ip. 

United Nations in Pictures. New York: United Nations. Department 
of Public Information. 1952, 48p. 50 Cents. 

World Communications—Press, Radio, Film, Television. Paris: Unesco. 
1951. ( New and rev. ed. ) 223p. $2.50. 

World Economic Report 1950-51. New York: United Nations, Depart- 
ment of Economic Affairs. 1952. 140p. $1.50. 
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PUNJAB LIBRARY CONVENTION 1952 


a 


gessor S.K. Sidhanta, M.A. (Cantab), Member, Union Public Service Commission, 


ided is sitting in the Center and on his right side is Bawa Balwant Singh, D.D.P.I. and 
is left is Mr. S.R. Bhatia, Organising Secretary. 


= at 












s C. Quarterman of the American Embassey reading her paper on Service in the U.S.I.S. 
ary, New Delhi. Mrs. Kamla Bhatia, M.A., B.T., Principal, Municipal Girls School 
Secondary Higher Education,New Delhi, Presiding. 
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DEPENDABLE DIRECTORIES 


Highly Useful For 
PUBLISHERS, BOOKSELLERS & LIBRARIES. 
Rs. As. Ps. 
1. Indian Book Trade & Library Directory. 65 0o o 


z. New India Directory of Booksellers & 
Publishers. 246 0 0 


3. New India Directory of Libraries & 


Educatioual Institutiens, 25 0 Oo 

4, Cleggs’ International Directory of the 
World’s Book Trade. 43 12 0 
5. American Book Trade Directory. 87 8 o 
6. American Library Directory. 100 0 Oo 
7. Directory of Books in Print 1951 87 8 o 
8. Publishers’ Trade List Annual (2 Vol) 35 0 Oo 
g. Literary Market Place in U. S. A. 23 6 0 
10 Education Authorities Directory of U. K. 16 8 o 
11. Indian Export Directory. 22 0 Oo 
12. AllIndia Radio & Electrical Directory. 12 8 o 
13. Burque’s Pakistan Trade Directory. 50 0 Oo 
14. Business Guide of Burma. 8 8 o 
15. Khoslas’ Trade Directory. 25 0 Oo 
16. Trado Directory. 25 0 Oo 
17. Who is Who in America. 7o oO 0 
18. Directory of Newspapers & Periodicals 150 o o 
19. Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory. 87 0 oO 





LETTERS TO A YOUNGER LIBRARIAN 
by F. M. Gardner, F. L.A 
First Edition - Price Re, 10/15 





Liberal Trade Terms & Library Discount: 


Published & Stocked by 


NEW BOOK SOCIETY OF INDIA 


POST BOX No. 250, DEVNAGAR, NEW DELHI. 
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